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GENERAL PROFICIENCY COURSE IN JAPANESE – BASIC ONE
Course Syllabus

General Objective
To provide a strong foundation in basic Japanese grammar and equips participants with the 4 language skills, namely, reading, writing, listening and speaking as well as to familiarize the participants with Japanese culture and customs as well as some selected history and latest development in Japan. 


Specific Objections
At the completion of this course the participants should be able to:-
a) Recognize all the Hiragana and Katakana scripts of the Japanese writings;
b) Familiarize with about 150 kanji (Chinese characters used in Japanese);
c) Use appropriate greetings when interacting with the Japanese at informal occasions;
d) Use simple Japanese to:-
I. Introduce and describe briefly oneself;
II. Describe one’s daily routine;
III. Seek and give information on schedule, pricing, weather, daily activities, own experiences and country;
IV. Express one’s opinion in limited social settings;
V. Instruct or give advice in limited situations;
VI. Make phone calls and appointments;
VII. Express uncertainties or one’s guesses;
e) To sit for the external paper – the Japanese Language Proficiency Test Level N5.


Teaching Methodologies
A learner-oriented approach is adopted involving their active participation in class.  Beside lectures and assignments, audio-visual learning aids, role-playing as well as pair/group works are commonly used.  Learners are also encouraged to participate in the in-house cultural activities as well as interaction activities.



Learning Supports
The course is conducted by one of the selected pool of trained, dedicated and experienced local teachers.  The teachers understand the needs of local learners.  They would be able to identify strengths and weaknesses of the learners and put in place appropriate supports to the learners as they progress with their learning. 

The learner’s Resource Centre (JLSM’s Library) provides a rich resource on materials concerning the learning of the language as well as information on Japan, the people and culture.  There is also a small collection of Japanese songs and music for the listening pleasure of learners. 


Course Details
Classes:			4 hours a week
Total Lesson Hours:		172 hours (excluding exams)
Number of Students:		A maximum of 12 students a class
Main Textbooks:		Minna no Nihongo Book 1
				(Supplementary handouts are also given)


Student Performance Evaluation
Student achievement is evaluation by the mid-term (Written & Listening test), final examination (Written, Listening and Oral tests), essay and course work. 

I. Written Test
To evaluate the learner’s mastery of the Japanese writing scripts and grammar and reading comprehension skills.
II. Listening Test
To evaluate the listening skills of the learner at the normal speed level of a native-speaker.
III. Oral Test
To evaluate the learner’s ability to communicate within certain selected topics in simple Japanese.



Mark Weightage
Final Exam 			300
Mid-term Exam		80
Essay/Course Work		20
TOTAL				400 marks
*NB: Although the examinations are not made compulsory, students are encouraged to sit for them.


Certification
Two categories of certificates will be awarded.
a) Japanese Language Certificate
This certificate is awarded to those who score a total of 240 marks and above in the final examinations.  They are also graded as follows:
Total score received			Class
340 – 400 marks			Distinction
280 – 339 marks			Credit
240 – 279 marks			Pass
*NB:  To qualify for the Distinction and Credit class, student must pass every paper (i.e. obtaining a score 60% and above in every paper) or otherwise the student will be downgraded to the next rank. 

b) Certificate of Attendance
This is awarded to those who
i. Obtaining less than 60% of the total marks (i.e. less than 240 marks); and 
ii. Did not sit for the test but attended more than 90% of the course.

No certification of any kind will be issued or awarded, should the participants
i. Fail to settle any outstanding arrears, which include school fees, membership subscription, library fees or any penalties.
ii. Being expelled from the course or Society (JLSM)
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